This article introduces the method of teaching computer English on the base of development of students' Innovative ability and practical skill. And through an experiment, it is proved to has more advantages than the traditional method in improving students' performance.
Introduction
English is a very important international language and an essential tool for international communication. Nowadays, many students in Chinese universities learn English in order to pass CET4 and CET6. But this kind of exams-oriented English learning cannot keep students' interest and motivation on English. Once they pass these exams, they will no long spend time and energy on English learning, let alone specialized English learning, like computer English learning.
Computer English is the integrated course of English and computer specialized knowledge. Many computer and informational books are written in English and many new computer technologies come from English-speaking countries. In china, many computer and informational books are Chinese version. On one hand, many translators lack the specialized knowledge of computer and information, therefore, those translated versions are hard to understand. On the other hand, the publication of Chinese computer books lags behind that of original books, so students cannot master the computer and informational technologies and skills in time. In order to master the newest technologies and skills accurately, computer-related majors are required to master the computer English. With the rapid development of integrated economy, more and more Chinese IT corporations are expanding markets abroad. More and more Chinese universities and research institutions cooperate with foreign ones. In order to strengthen the technological communication and business connection with abroad, and at the same time to provide more IT talents to the market abroad. We need pay close attention to the teaching of computer English. How to innovate the teaching mode of computer English and enhance its teaching effect is a problem calling for more attention.
The Problems Existing in the Practice of Computer Teaching
At present, the Chinese universities pay much attention to the teaching of college English, therefore give priority to the reading and writing. As a result, students are better at reading and writing than at speaking and listening. And many universities offer bilingual courses to the computer majors to strengthen their reading ability and increase their specialized vocabulary. But those bilingual courses cannot take the place of computer English, so the computer English should concentrate on the comprehensive application of specialized vocabulary, students' listening abilities and their communication skills.
The course books of computer English is too much theoretical. And its primary purpose is to present the computer specialized technology including the basic concepts and technology procedures, which make the study of this course very boring.
In one word, how to develop computer majors' practical English proficiency is the emphasis of the computer English teaching.
The Method of Teaching Computer English on the Base of Development of Students' Innovative Ability and Practical Skill
This new method aims at developing students' innovative ability and practical skills.
Firstly, In order to strengthen students' interest and expand their knowledge, we should keep enriching and innovating the teaching contents of computer English. Computer science and technology develops at high speed and its knowledge renews rapidly, therefore, computer English should keep pace with times, that is, to keep supplementing the newly technology and knowledge of computer science to the traditional and theoretical knowledge of computer English. For example, we can introduce frontier topics of computer science, articles published in the authoritative journals and the latest computer research achievements displayed on international conferences.
Secondly, we should change teacher-centered teaching method into the student-centered one. Actual IT project and theoretical knowledge should be incorporated. What's more, students should be encouraged to think independently and propose different solutions in different situations. More practical activities should be put into class teaching. For example, under teachers' guide, students can be grouped to present and discuss the IT project in English. Students are required to propose the project plan and present their opinions. All this should be carried out in English. Meanwhile, we can apply the role-play and situation stimulation into computer English teaching, for example, we can simulate working situations of software development team through IT English, making students familiar with the software development process and at same time improving their English.
Thirdly, in order to assess students' English communicative ability, we need to set up comprehensive evaluation methods which take both grades and abilities into consideration. The new evaluation methods can enhance students' English communicative ability in the practice of IT projects development.
The Research
Research questions (1) how are the students' present computer English before the experiment ? (2) how are the students' computer English after the experiment ?
Exprement. 2 classes of computer majors at Hubei Technology University consist the object of my study. One is control group being taught with traditional teaching methods; the other group is experimental group being taught with the new teaching method. Both classes have one period of computer English one week and the whole research last for 18 weeks.
Before the experiment, 2 classes took pre-test to ensure the students' English proficiency and specialized English are not significantly different. After a period of 18 weeks, they take the post-test. The computer English test compose 2 parts, one being written, and the other being practical. Because CET has the high validity and reliability, we use students' CET scores for the reference of English proficiency. And according to Talbe 1, the average CET scores of both classes are higher than 425, that is to say, students have the basic English proficiency to learn computer English. According to the result of students' pre-test of computer specialized English(as showed in Table  2 .), students' computer English were very poor before the research started (the average score of control class is 16.85 and that of experimental class is 16.14). Overall, two classes' computer English were very close. Table 3 shows after the experiment, both classes have mastered certain computer English knowledge. The average score of control class is 70.62 and that of experimental class is 75.39. The latter is higher than the former. According to Table 4 , Sig=0.704(>0.05) and P=0.010(<0.05). That is to say, the average score of experimental class is significantly higher than that of that of control class. Therefore, the new method of teaching computer English has more advantages than the traditional method in improving students' performance.
Conclusion
The new method is oriented on the development of students' Innovative ability and practical skill. Taught with this new method, students exercise their spoken English, get familiar with the IT project development process and will hopefully be more proficient in his future computer-related jobs.
